SCOTTISH RITE

REPORTER

Summer 2018

COMMANDER IN CHIEF’S
CORNER

Hello Brothers!
Summer is upon us and I hope
all of you are able to find time to
enjoy the warm temperatures,
fun activities, and more
especially, your family and loved ones.
I hope you were able to join us at our Spring 2018
reunion named in honor of the Ill. Arthur L.
Hotvedt 33°. Twelve (12) new princes were able to
complete their Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret
adventure. Three (3) princes came from Collins
Spring Valley Lodge 192, and in turn received the
Spring 2018 Reunion Membership Award. I want
to thank Gale Abernathy for her help making our
Women’s program a success, for preparing our
appetizers on the first weekend, and her idea of
bringing deserts for the reunions banquet: Thanks to
all who brought a desert for the banquet meal; all
the deserts were delicious and appreciated by all.
It was an honor to present four (4) gentlemen their
years of service awards. Earl W. Arndt 32° –
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin for 50 years of
service; Ray L. Henning 33°– Altoona Wisconsin,
for 60 years of service; John L. Senty 32°–
Independence Wisconsin for 60 years of service;
and Arthur L. Hotvedt 33°– Eau Claire Wisconsin
for 60 years of service. These gentlemen served
our Valley for many years; we greatly appreciated
them being at our Banquet. Unfortunately, seven
(7) other princes celebrating their service awards
were unable to attend; we will do our best to present
their achievement awards at a later date. They are 70 years of service, Norman R. Stein 32° – Boca
Raton Florida; James D. Walden 32° –
Bloomington Indiana, and Henry G. Wells 32° –
Barron Wisconsin; 50 years of service, Richard E.
Balliette 32° – Chippewa Falls Wisconsin, Harold
K. Fowler 32° – Warrens Wisconsin, Lewis P.
Mallow32° – Chippewa Falls Wisconsin, and
Donald P. Moen 32° – St. Paul Minnesota.
The combined service of all the recipients is 640
years; Thank you Princes for serving our Rite for
all those years.
I would like to congratulate two (2) princes of our
Valley who have been selected to receive the Valley
Special Recognition Award (SR); Jacob Seever

32°, and Chris Roberts 32° will receive their green
hats at the Fall 2018 reunion. Congratulations
Princes!
We have already started to prepare for the Fall 2018
reunion in honor of Ill. Randy Ellifson 33°, PCIC.
The dates are October 13th, and 27th. Another date
to be aware is August 13th. This is the Dyslexia
Teddy Bear Classic Golf Tournament. For more
information see inside. There are a lot of other
Masonic activities throughout our Valley’s region;
please participate where you can and strengthen
your masonic beliefs and principals. Put these dates
in your calendars and join us at these wonderful
events.
Ill. James Trowbridge, 33° has announced his
retirement in later October as our Valley of Eau
Claire Secretary. Thank you, Jim, for your
dedicated service toward our Scottish Rite
Fraternity and the valley. We wish you a long and
healthy retirement. The Valley will be looking for a
man to fill his position. Details are identified in an
article by 1st Lieutenant Commander Les Paulson,
33’ in this Scottish Rite Reporter. Hopefully a
person can be identified so Jim can assist him in the
transition of the position. Thank you again Jim!!
It takes a lot of people giving a lot of time to make
our Valley a success. I greatly appreciate all those
who have been involved and hope that all of you
assist us in some way. It would be great if the Fall
2018 Reunion would have a class of twenty
candidates: We can do it if you know of a Master
Mason who is not a Scottish Rite Prince; explain
what our Rite is about and suggest to them to be
involved with our Valley. If your lodge is
interested in a Scottish Rite presentation, I would be
happy to visit and discuss our Fraternity in more
detail.
I look forward in seeing all of you soon. Until then,
stay healthy, safe, and cool. Have a great summer!
Fraternally,
Lyle N. Koerner Jr., 32°,
Commander in Chief
Valley of Eau Claire

Arthur Holvedt (left) Ray
Henning (right) and John Senty
(below left) receive 60 year
certificates.

Earl Arndt (left) and Richard
Balliette (right) receive 50
year certificates.

Tim Jewell (left) receives a
membership award for
recruiting 10 new members.
Bret Swenson, Chad Chaves
(Class V.P.s) & Richard
Scheller receive a Lodge award
for most members in this class.

Class President Jacob Hotvedt offers
a few words.

And then there’s…official
fun-having.

Good News and Bad News
Sublime Princes, first the bad news, our Secretary of
the Valley, Jim Trowbridge is retiring from that
office. We wish him well, and thank him for many
years of service, and giving us some notice. The
good news is Jim will help with training his
replacement.

We are looking for a man with leadership skills,
also planning, implementation, and strategic
planning. This is an all too brief description, for the
man must have many talents, as Jim Trowbridge
has. Organization is high on the list, as keeping up
with the needs of the Valley of Eau Claire is a
constant call.
This position is a part time position limited to 10
hours per week (520 hours per year), and no
benefits are offered, nor will they be.
The busiest times of the year are reunions and dues
collections starting in August, so the hours are more
flexible, but not to exceed the expectations.
We will accept applications for the position with a
letter of introduction, application, and resume,
starting now. This will give us time to look them
over, and do interviews, as we will look to fill the
job by July 31 if possible.

Leon M.
Abbott
Scholarship
Program
Named after Leon M. Abbott, Sovereign Grand
Commander from 1921 to 1932, the Abbott Scholarship
Program provides financial support for the continuing
undergraduate and graduate education of Scottish Rite
Masons, young men and women from Scottish Rite
families, and Masonic-related youth groups.

Our Valley generally provides three Scholarships
each year. Support for the scholarship program
comes from the Supreme Council Education and
Charity Fund established through the generous
legacy of former Sovereign Grand Commander
Leon M. Abbott. In recent years, the fund has been
strengthened by sharing in annual contributions to
the “Blue” envelope appeal by the Fraternity’s
200,000 members while our Valley member
contributions to this Abbott Scholarship are directed
to the Valley of Eau Claire for scholarship applicant
candidates.

If you have further questions about the office of
Secretary for the Valley of Eau Claire, call me, and
thank you for your interest.
Les Paulson, Chair of the committee for Secretary
of the Valley. 715-271-6616

Wisdom of the Past
Will Rogers
“The taxpayers are sending congressmen on
expensive trips abroad. It might be worth it
except they keep coming back.”
“There are men running governments who
shouldn’t be allowed to play with
matches.”

“The only difference between Death and Taxes is death
doesn’t get worse every time Congress meets.”

Eau Claire Masonic LOW 12 Club
Since including LOW 12 Club information in the
publication we have grown with new members every
month. That is encouraging to see. As of the day of this
writing we have 14 new members in the past year. We
are at 172 members
There are a number of Low 12 Clubs across the country.
Some incorporate large memberships and huge sums of
money. Neither of those are our problem at this point …
sadly.
If you aren’t a member of the Low 12 Club consider
joining. It will help you fulfill YOUR Masonic
obligation. It’s a GOOD THING.
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There are numerous ways a Mason may experience the Inner Peace and Contentment, which
results from membership in our fraternity. Most gratifying is involvement in the Low Twelve Club.
The Low 12 Club is an organization of Master Masons maintained for the purpose of assisting the widows
or orphans of its members. Upon the death of a member a sum not to exceed $300 is paid to the designated
beneficiary. The Club has no regular dues except for the initial $10 application fee. Funds are maintained
by an assessment of $2.00 for each member death. Assessments are mailed as needed to comply with the purpose of this
great club. To join the Low 12 Club please fill out this form and mail it with $10.00 to
Low 12 Club - P.O. Box 292 - Eau Claire, WI 54702

Name: ___________________________________ Lodge #: _____ Date of Birth: _/__/____
E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________cell ____________________________________
1st Beneficiary: ______________________ 2nd Beneficiary: _________________________
*The benefits paid by the club are not insurance

